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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 
A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on December 18, 2006 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-5, 7, 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
USPN 4,189,248 to Sully. Sully discloses, a handle structure comprising; 

a control device housing [22]; an actuation member [15] coupled to the control device 
housing, the actuation member including a first engagement surface [28, 29] and a central axis; 
and a gripping device [55] including a first interference surface [70,71 of a first arm 57], the 
gripping device being selectively couplable to the actuation member and rotatable about the 
central axis of the actuation member between a locked position, wherein interference of the first 
engagement surface with the first interference surface couples the gripping device to the 
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actuation member, and an unlocked position, wherein the gripping device is removable from the 
actuation member (col. 4, lines 3-7). 

As to claim 2, the gripping device includes a key [65] and the actuation member includes 
a first keyway [first detent notch between a first row of angularly disposed projections] and a 
second keyway [second detent notch between a second row of angularly disposed projections], 
wherein the gripping device may be selectively coupled upon the actuation member in either a 
first orientation or a second orientation by selectively interfacing the key with the first keyway or 
the second keyway (col. 3, lines 36-41). 

As to claim 3, the first engagement surface is inclined relative to the first interference 
surface by a selected separation angle (col. 2. lines 58-63). 

As to claim 4, wherein the selected separation angle is between about 1 degree and about 
10 degrees (col. 3, lines 16-20). 

As to claim 5, the handle structure further comprising a locking member [40] coupled to 
the gripping device, the locking member positioned to engage a first projection [27] disposed on 
the actuation member to aid in holding the gripping device in the locked position. 

As to claim 7, the handle structure further comprising a sidewall surface [30] coupled to 
the first projection, the sidewall surface adapted to engage the locking member when the 
gripping device is in the unlocked position, wherein the sidewall surface is inclined relative to a 
plane passing through a center axis of the actuation member (fig. 3). 

As to claim 9, a second engagement surface [28, 29 of a second row of projections 27] 
disposed on the actuation member; a second interference surface [70, 71 of a second arm 58] 
disposed on the gripping device; and wherein when the gripping device is in the locked 
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position, the gripping device is additionally coupled to the actuation member by 
interference of the second engagement surface with the second interference surface. 

As to claim 10, the handle structure further comprising an additional locking member [a 
plurality of upper or lower circumferential splines 40] coupled to the gripping device, the 
additional locking member positioned to engage , a second projection [a plurality of 
projections 27] disposed on the actuation member to aid in holding the gripping device in 
the locked position. 

Claims 13-16, 18, 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sully. Sully discloses a handle structure comprising; 

a control device [10]; an actuation member [15] coupled to the control device, the 
actuation member including a central axis and having a first projection [27] with a first 
engagement surface [28, 29]; and a gripping device [55] having a first protrusion [65] with a first 
interference surface [70, 71], wherein the gripping device is adapted to be selectively keyed upon 
the actuation member in a first orientation or a second orientation by selective interaction of the 
first projection with the first protrusion, and wherein the gripping device is selectively coupable 
to the actuation member and rotatable about the central axis of the actuation member between a 
locked position, wherein interference of the first engagement surface with the first interference 
surface couples the gripping device to the actuation member, and an unlocked position, wherein 
the gripping device is selectively removable from the actuation member (col. 4, lines 3-7). 

As to claim 14, wherein the first engagement surface is inclined relative to the first 
interference surface by a selected separation angle (col. 2. lines 58-63). 
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As to claim 15, wherein the selected separation angle is between about 1 degree and about 
10 degrees (col. 3, lines 16-20). 

As to claim 16, the handle structure further comprising a locking member [40] coupled to 
the gripping device, the locking member positioned to engage the first projection to aid in 
holding the gripping device in the locked position (col 2, lines 64-67). 

As to claim 18, the handle structure further comprising a sidewall surface [30] coupled to 
the first projection, the sidewall surface adapted to engage the locking member when the 
gripping device is in the unlocked position, wherein the sidewall surface is inclined relative to a 
plane passing through a center axis of the actuation member (fig. 3). 

As to claim 20, the handle structure further comprising; a second engagement surface 
[28, 29 of a second row of angularly disposed projections 27] disposed on the actuation member; 
a second interference surface [70, 71 of a second arm 58] disposed on the gripping device; and 
wherein when the gripping device is in the locked position, the gripping device is additionally 
coupled to the actuation member by interference of the second engagement surface with the 
second interference surface. 

As to claim 21, the handle structure further comprising an additional locking member 
surface [a plurality of upper and lower circumferential splines 40] coupled to the gripping 
device or the actuation member, the additional locking member positioned to engage a 
second projection [a plurality of projections 27] disposed on the actuation member or a 
second protrusion disposed on the gripping device to aid in holding the gripping device in 
the locked position. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 24-32 are believed to be allowable over the prior art of record. 

Claims 6, 8, 1 1, 17, 19 and 22 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 

claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 

the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Applicant's Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-11, 13-22 and 24-32 rejected as being 
unpatentable over Ushimaru has been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of 
rejection. Accordingly, after careful review and reconsideration of the prior art and a new art 
search, previously cited reference #41 89248. to Sully has been applied and more clearly 
anticipates applicant's claim limitations as presently presented. Accordingly, claims 1-5, 7, 9-10, 
13-16, 18 and 20-21 are found to be unpatentable over Sully, claims 6, 8, 1 1, 17, 19 and 22 are 
objected to and claims 24-32 are believed to be allowable over the prior art made of record. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andre' L. Jackson whose telephone number is (571) 272-7067. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri. (10 am - 6:30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy J. Swann can be reached on (571) 272-7075. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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